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Introduction 

Welcome to the Falls City Area Advent/Christmas Devotional 

provided by the Falls City Area Ministerial Association. We are glad 

you have chosen to spend Advent and Christmas dwelling in the 

story of God, who chose to dwell with us in the person of Jesus.  

Advent is the season in which we are given a chance to celebrate our 

joyously active hope that Christ Jesus has come and will return to 

renew the world (Revelation 21:1-6). As in years past, we will 

continue our Devotional through the Christmas season, which 

stretches from the evening of December 24th (the Incarnation or 

“enfleshment” of Christ) through January 6th (the Epiphany or 

“appearing” of Christ to the Magi). 

The texts flow as follows: Thursday through Saturday prepares us for 

the coming Sunday, while Monday through Wednesday reflect on 

the previous Sunday.  

Often we engage this faith with too much of our brains (which is a 

good thing) and not enough of our heart or body. This year, rather 

than simply have words and pictures to enjoy, the editors (after 

talking with several contributors) has found pages to color in any 

way you wish. You are invited to take these pages and make them 

your own devotional in color.  

May you let yourself live into the pure joy that crayons, colored 

pencils, markers, and/or paint can bring as you join us in creating 

our Advent/Christmas Devotional! 

~ The Editors 

  



A Translation Note 

Please be aware: those who prayerfully took the time to work on this 

devotional, your pastors and friends, come from a variety of backgrounds 

and use a variety of biblical translations in our own prayer life. Some of the 

translations you will be enjoying you know already. Some are used weekly 

at Sunday worship where you gather, or where others gather. Some are used 

for personal study and edification. Some are used, not because that 

translation is used regularly but because the author felt it a better turn of 

phrase for a particular verse. Their acronyms (short form) follow.  

Sometimes we authors use a form of shorthand that is not familiar to everyone. 

There may often appear letters next to the verses, for example, the reading 

for Wednesday December 3rd is Micah 5:1-5a. When you see a letter next to 

a verse number it signifies a part of a verse. A letter ‘a’ signifies the first part 

of a verse, a letter ‘b’ signifies the second, a letter ‘c’ signifies the third, and 

so on. Also, at times the contributor chose to utilize more than one Scripture 

reading. For your personal benefit, be encouraged to take the time to read 

all the selections of Scripture in entirety, then read the particular verse 

chosen by the author! 

While we would love to provide it, there is no room here for a detailed 

breakdown of each translation. You are encouraged to ask your pastor, 

which may encourage him or her to research a translation that may be new. 

Each one of the translations/renderings of the Scriptures in English on this 

page is cited at least once by an author. Please ask pastors you know about 

the translations they prefer, and ask them about the translation(s) you 

prefer. The translations/renderings included are (in Alphabetical Order): 

 

NIV: New International Version 

NLT: New Living Translation  

NRSV: New Revised Standard Version 

TM: The Message 



Thursday, November 26, 2015 – Thanksgiving Day – Joel 2:21-27 

“Do not fear, O soil; be glad and rejoice, for the Lord has done great 

things!” (Joel 2:21, NRSV) 

As I alternately write this devotional and stare out the window, the 

earth is greedily soaking up last night's rain. It's been a long time since 

we've had a rain like that. Big fat slow juicy raindrops. The earth is 

preparing for its long winter sleep. A good rain, a good drink of water 

before 'night, night', just feels so right. I am thankful for the rain. 

But according to Joel, the earth, the soil itself, is also thankful! “Do not 

fear, O soil; be glad and rejoice…!” Well. How 'bout that?!! We often 

are reminded to be thankful for our blessings. But do you ever think 

about “things” being thankful, like soil and critters?  

Take a minute this Thanksgiving Day to appreciate how the earth and 

its critters offer praises of thanksgiving. The soil supplies 

nourishment to create the Brussels sprouts on your table and the 

grain fed that turkey whose fate brought it to your table. The deer 

leap and play in the snow. The dog wags its tail in happy greeting. 

Shouts of thanksgiving surround us. Stop! Look! Listen to the voice of 

the earth!  

With the soil, with the plants, with the animals lift your arms and 

voices in praises of thanksgiving for God is good all the time. Amen. 

God of many blessings, hear our shouts of praise, our delighted barks 

and whinnies, see our playful antics of grateful thanksgiving this day for 

we have much for which to give thanks. Amen! 

- The Rev. Fay Ann Blaylock 

  



First Advent Picture to Color 

 

 

  



Friday, November 27, 2015 – Nehemiah 9:16-25 

“. . .they refused to obey and were not mindful of the wonders that you 

performed among them; . . .but you are a God ready to forgive, gracious 

and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, and you 

did not forsake them.” (Nehemiah 9:17, NRSV) 

Those exiled in Babylon had returned to their land and to Jerusalem.  

The walls of the city had been rebuilt under the leadership of 

Nehemiah.  Ezra, the chief priest, called the people together for a 

reading of the Law and a little preaching, including the words noted 

above.   Perhaps we have been in some sort of exile, by our deeds or 

by circumstance cut off from God and from being the persons God has 

intended for us to be.  Maybe we have simply been going our own 

way, unaware of the wonders God performs in our lives every day.  

Whatever the case, God did not forsake those ancient people and He 

does not forsake us.   He loves us with an abundance of steadfast love.  

Steadfast: unceasing; always there.  By the power of the Holy Spirit 

may we keep our eyes open to the wonders God is performing within 

us and around us, and keep our hearts open to His steadfast love.  

God of Steadfast Love, when we wander from your ways and betray both 

You and the best that is within us, bring us home again in the secure 

knowledge of your steadfast love. 

- Fr. Larry Parrish 

  



Saturday, November 28, 2015 – Psalm 25:1-22  
“David:  Singer of Theology” 

“For the honor of your name, O Lord, forgive my many, many sins. 

Who are those who fear the Lord?  He will show them the path they 

should choose. They will live in prosperity, and their children will inherit 

the land. The Lord is a friend to those who fear him. He teaches them his 

covenant. My eyes are always on the Lord, for he rescues me from the 

traps of my enemies” (Psalm 25:11-13, NLT) 

John Wesley wrote out his theology with precise argument and 

Scripture.  His brother Charles Wesley sang it into the hearts of the 

people; with “Jesus, lover of my soul let me to Thy bosom fly…”  Like 

Charles Wesley, King David sang his theology into the hearts of God’s 

people way into the future. 

David sings of a personal God, who makes a personal covenant with 

us, and expects us to keep it for our own good and His honor.  But if 

we blow it and make a mess; if we come to Him with a repentant 

heart, He will forgive, cleanse, and teach us how to get back on the 

right path.  If we are faithful He will rescue us from our enemies and 

give us s spiritual inheritance to pass down to our children. 

Lord, help us to get David’s singing theology into our hearts and 

everyday lives .Lord, help us to never take your grace and mercy for 

granted.  Help us keep our hearts tender toward you with songs of 

repentance.  Help us to remember, when we do repent; with God, 

tomorrow is always a new day. 

- Pastor Stephen Floyd 

 



Sunday, November 29, 2015 – First Sunday of Advent – Psalm 25 

“He leads the humble in what is right and teaches the humble his way.” 

(Psalm 25:9, NRSV) 

A psychologist friend once told me that if we cannot admit that we 

have done anything wrong, we become incapable of learning anything.   

We can also become incapable of learning anything if we think we 

already know everything, or at least think we have learned all we 

need to know.  Unfortunately, there are many Christians who think 

they already know all that is necessary to know about themselves and 

God.  Someone once said there are all sorts of people who have 

advanced degrees and certifications of technical ability in the pews 

who only have a children’s Sunday School education about God.  

Advent is an opportunity for us to “get over ourselves,” admit that we 

still have much to learn about ourselves and about God, and seek to 

understand why God chose to take on our skin in a stable, and put 

Himself as a vulnerable baby in our hands.   It is also a time for 

seeking understanding what His “coming again” means for our future. 

Lord of the stable and of the future yet to be revealed, humble us and 

teach us, about ourselves and Yourself.  Give us the security of your 

steadfast love for us to take away any fear we might have of that 

learning.  Amen. 

- The Editors 

  



Monday, November 30, 2015 – Andrew, Apostle – Romans 10:10-18 

But how can they call on [Christ] to save them unless they believe in him? 

And how can they believe in him if they have never heard about him? And 

how can they hear about him unless someone tells them? 15And how will 

anyone go and tell them without being sent? That is why the Scriptures say, 

"How beautiful are the feet of messengers who bring good news!" (Romans 

10:14-15, NLT) 

I’ve always felt a certain pride in sharing a name with one of Jesus’ first 

disciples, although the reason for that pride escapes me at times. After all, 

in certain respects, I’m not much like the Apostle Andrew. For starters, I 

rarely engage in overt acts of evangelism like the one recounted in 

Andrew’s call story in the gospel of John. If I’m like the apostle at all, it is in 

the sense that I don’t mind taking a backseat and letting others stand at 

center stage. (I’m looking at you, Peter.) Yet, I am inspired nonetheless by 

my namesake, if for no other reason than that he spurs me on to greater 

boldness. The spread of a message requires a messenger after all, and in 

an age in which there are far too many messages which provoke fear and 

anger and distrust of others, Andrew calls me (and all of us) to bring good 

news to others. This Advent season, let’s hit the pavement with our 

beautiful feet to share the gospel of Jesus Christ with our broken and 

beautiful world. 

Almighty God, you gave your apostle Andrew the grace to obey the call of 

your Son and to bring his brother to Jesus. Give us also, who are called by 

your holy word, grace to follow Jesus without delay and to bring into his 

presence those who are near to us, for he lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. (From Evangelical Lutheran 

Worship, p. 54) 

- Pr. Andrew Chavanak 

  



Tuesday, December 1, 2015 – Psalm 90 

“Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all generations. Before the 

mountains were brought forth, or ever you had formed the earth and 

the world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God!” (Psalm 90:1-2, 

NRSV) 

Do you ever get so wrapped up in your own situation you forget about 

the larger scenario? I do that. Some problem comes up and it seems so 

huge and insurmountable and annoying, totally consuming my time 

and energy and heart. Then something snaps me into reality and I see 

the larger picture. It doesn't make the problem go away necessarily 

but it certainly shrinks it down to a manageable size.  

This psalm helps me do that. God has been in place for all generations. 

In fact, before the mountains were created. My little problem is not 

even a blip on the radar. “In the grand scheme of things...,” my mother 

used to say when things weren't quite up to par, meaning that this 

current situation isn't that big a deal.  

This psalm speaks of God's anger as if that's what causes our “life of 

toil and trouble”. I believe God is not to blame for our problems but 

God is certainly steadfast with us though them all. Take a deep breath, 

find some stillness in your world, and know that God is with you just 

as God has always been. 

Holy, holy, holy God of all time, thank you for your steadfast presence 

with us. Teach us to “count our days that we may gain a wise heart. 

Trouble, big and small, has no power over your love for us. Amen. 

- The Rev. Fay Ann Blaylock 

  



Wednesday, December 2, 2015 – Luke 11:29-32 

“This generation . . . asks for a sign, but no sign will be given it except the 

sign of Jonah.” (Luke 11:29, NRSV) 

There are themes of “End Times” in our observance of Advent as we 

both look back at the years and events leading up to the birth of Jesus 

Christ and to His “coming again.”   The times we live in are no less 

turbulent than the times in which Jesus spoke the above words.  Like 

folks back then, we would love to have some inside knowledge of 

what is going to happen, and when.  We want something tangible, a 

“sign.”   Jesus tells us the only sign any of us in any age are going to be 

given is “the sign of Jonah.”   

Jonah ran from God and from the task of bringing redemption for a 

nation Jonah would just as soon have seen destroyed.  It took 3 days in 

the belly of a big fish to change his mind.  When he reluctantly carried 

out his mission the nation of Nineveh repented and was saved from 

destruction.   To me, the “sign of Jonah” indicates that God is going to 

eventually be victorious over the evil of the world, and the only sign 

we have of that will be when we see those victories.   Already God has 

been victorious over death and sin through his work in Christ, who 

spent three days in the belly of a tomb and was resurrected.  

Therefore, perhaps the only sign we need of God’s work is the 

Resurrection!  What do you think? 

Repeat to yourself, or with someone you are with:  “Christ has died. 

Christ has risen. Christ will come again.” 

- Fr. Larry Parrish 

 

 



Thursday, December 3, 2015 – Malachi 3:1-18 

“A Challenge Wrapped in a Promise” 

In these verses Malachi describes the coming Messiah as one who will 

arrive suddenly and like a refiner’s fire cleanse the physical temple as 

well as the hearts of the people; starting with the leaders. 

In verses 6-12, God accuses his people of robbing him in tithes and 

offerings. 

In verses 10-12, God gives a direct challenge wrapped in a promise; 

that demands a response. 

“Bring all the tithes into the storehouse so there will be enough food in 

my Temple.  If you do,” says the Lord of Heaven’s Armies, “I will open the 

windows of heaven for you.  I will pour out a blessing so great you won’t 

have enough room to take it in!  Try it!  Put me to the test! ”Your crops 

will be abundant, for I will guard them from insects and disease.  Your 

grapes will not fall from the vine before they are ripe,” says the Lord of 

Heaven’s Armies. (Malachi 3:10-12, NLT) 

This is a powerful and bold promise on God’s part, but most of us 

don’t trust Him enough to take him up on it.  The reason is that we 

have not allowed the Refiner’s Fire to cleanse the temple of our heart.  

We are still full of self-centeredness and self-reliance. 

Lord, help us to let your refiner’s fire do the work in our hearts, so we 

can dare to follow you and trust you on this great adventure.” 

- Pastor Stephen Floyd 

  



Friday, December 4, 2015 – Luke 1:68-79 

And you, my child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; for you 

will go on before the Lord to prepare the way for him. (Luke 1:76, NIV) 

When his son John is circumcised and named, Zechariah gives this 

beautiful blessing which includes identifying John (the Baptist) as a 

prophet who will go before the Lord to prepare the way.   

Recently, I had to prepare to welcome a second dog into our 

household. I made a dog bed, bought toys and food, and reorganized 

to make space. When I brought him home, he had lost hair and 

couldn't stop itching. The vet examined him and explained that he 

may have “environmental” allergies, the hardest to identify. But it 

could also be a food allergy, so special food was prescribed. After the 

vet visit, I thought about the comment that dogs can be allergic to dust 

mites – then I noticed how every room in my house needed a good 

cleaning. So I got to work doing the proper preparation to help the 

dog be comfortable in his new home. And his skin problems are 

improving.   

How might this simple experience help me prepare for Jesus' coming 

anew this Christmas? I think it's time to clean out the dust that's 

settled in and blocked out the light – and do some honest reflection on 

my life, attitudes and behaviors. Then I'll be ready to welcome again 

the presence and power of Jesus Christ into every area of my life. 

As we travel through this Advent season, help us to prepare to receive 

anew the coming of our Savior into our lives. In Christ's name we pray. 

Amen. 

- The Reverend Carolynn Winters-Hazelton 



Saturday, December 5, 2015 – Malachi 4:1-6 

"But for you who fear my name, the Sun of Righteousness will rise with 

healing in his wings. And you will go free, leaping with joy like calves let 

out to pasture.” (Malachi 4:2, NLT) 

These words are among the last ones in the Hebrew Scriptures – at 

least the way we Christians have arranged the 39 books that comprise 

our “Old Testament” – and that’s certainly no accident. Malachi is by 

no means the latest of the prophets whose works appear in the Old 

Testament, and yet the book that bears his name can’t be read by 

Christians without calling to mind the coming of Jesus. The “Sun of 

Righteousness” is for us none other than the “Righteous Son”, the one 

whose coming illuminates the darkness of our world and brings 

healing where division and decay and death hold sway. During this 

Advent season, when we are all too aware of the brokenness of our 

world, there is power in the prophecy of Malachi, and in the promise 

of Jesus, whose light shines into our hearts and brightens our days 

with the hope of a world renewed and restored. 

Mighty God, your word tells us of a day when evil and wickedness will be 

defeated and the pure light of your righteousness will turn night into 

day. Turn our hearts to you and toward one another, that we might 

reflect the brightness of your dawning into the shadows of darkness and 

despair, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

- Pr. Andrew Chavanak 

 

 

 

 



Sunday, December 6, 2015 – Second Sunday of Advent  

Luke 1:68-79 

“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for God has looked favorably on God's 

people and redeemed them.” (Luke 1:68 NRSV) 

I love the canticle of Zechariah! The father of John the Baptist had 

once again found his voice after having been silenced by doubt. The 

first thing that comes from his mouth at the birth of his son is a song 

of praise to God who was faithful, after all, in spite of Zechariah's 

questions.  

It's easy to say we live in troubling unsettling times. Some say it's the 

worst of times - all signaling the “end of the world”. But really, is it any 

worse than it has ever been? Haven't people been saying something 

like that since people began? And now we have world news in an 

instant so it seems as though there is more to worry about. Then 

Demon Doubt seeps in and really messes with us, silencing our faith, 

silencing our hope.  

There will always be troubling times, some of it world news and some 

of it up close and personal. But doesn't scripture show us repeated 

examples of God's faithfulness even in times of despair and doubt? 

And hasn't your own life shown you repeated instances of God's love 

and faithfulness to you? 

Holy One, help us rise up and sing a song of praise such as Zechariah's:  

'By the tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on high will break upon 

us!' 

- The Rev. Fay Ann Blaylock 

 



Monday, December 7, 2015 – Romans 8:22-25 

“We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains 

until now; and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the 

first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the 

redemption of our bodies.” (Romans 8:22-23, NRSV) 

These verses, and the verses for today’s Epistle reading, are a glimpse 

into St. Paul’s take on what God is up to and what God will eventually 

accomplish. God’s work does not involve blowing the earth into 

cosmic dust or changing us into cosmic energy or disembodied souls.  

Whatever He is up to involves the redemption of creation itself, 

including our bodies. The creation can be dangerous and our bodies 

can betray us at many levels. Yet God is choosing to somehow renew, 

not destroy, both, in ways we cannot now possibly imagine.  

God of Creation, you are present in the creation around us and in your 

creatures.  As you came to us in our shape and form as Jesus, give us the 

grace to see Christ in the faces of others.  Give us the will to care for your 

creation, creatures, and others as You care for them.  Amen. 

- Fr. Larry Parrish 

  



Tuesday, December 8, 2015 – 2 Peter 1:1-21 

“God Has Given Us Everything We Need to Participate in His 

Divine Nature” 

“By his divine power, God has given us everything we need for living a 

godly life.  We have received all of this by coming to know him, the one 

who called us to himself by means of his marvelous glory and excellence.  

And because of this glory and excellence, he has given us great and 

precious promises.  These are the promises that enable you to share his 

divine nature and escape the world’s corruption caused by human 

desires.” (2 Peter 1:3-4, NLT) 

Those who claim that they are no different after salvation than before, 

but are forgiven and on their way to Heaven.  Those who say the 

spiritually born again believer helplessly keeps on sinning in thought 

word and deed every day; that it can’t be helped.  Those who claim 

these things are calling the Apostle Peter a liar.  If we fail, it is neither 

God’s fault nor His will.  He has done all the hard work for us.  All we 

have to do is trust and obey.  Peter says we get to share in the glory of 

God’s divine nature.  I delight in being politically incorrect by saying 

that there is no other religion that has a god that wants to do all that 

for us.  “Jesus said I am come that you might have life and have it to the 

full”; not helpless. 

“Lord, help us to realize more how much you love us and help us to 

comprehend and experience coming alive in you.” 

Pastor Stephen Floyd 

  



Wednesday, December 9, 2015 – Psalm 126 

“When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, we were like those who 

dream.  Then our mouth was filled with laughter, and our tongue with 

shouts of joy.” (Psalm 126:1-2a, NRSV) 

Have you ever been through a bad time in your life, and then got 

through it?   Perhaps there were physical, or emotional, or economic 

challenges that you thought you would never get through.  You hung 

onto God, however, perhaps not without complaining, and one day 

your “fortune was restored” and you could laugh again, joyously.  

Advent remembers a time when days were dark for the people of God.  

God turned on the light for them with an angel choir and an 

announcement to startled shepherds that He had acted on behalf of 

the world through a child.  If the light is yet to shine for you yet, wait 

for it.  In the meantime, know that God is with you in the dark. 

Restoring Lord, those of us who have experienced your restoration, give 

you thanks with laughter and joy.  Those of us who await, give you 

thanks that you are going through whatever exile or darkness we are in 

with us.  Amen. 

- The Editors 

  



Thursday, December 10, 2015 – 2 Corinthians 8:1-15  

You know the generous grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. Though he was 

rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that by his poverty he could 

make you rich. (2 Corinthians 8:9, NLT) 

We are preparing to celebrate the coming of the Messiah, the long-

expected priest and king who ushers in a new age of justice and 

freedom and peace. One of the great paradoxes of this celebration 

involves the circumstances of that coming. I fear we tell the story of 

Christ’s humility so much that it has lost its zing. That would be a 

shame, because the fact of God’s becoming flesh in the person of Jesus 

is one of the most radical truths that we can ponder. Moreover, it has 

the power to change everything about how we see ourselves and our 

relationship to others. What would it look like if we who are rich (in 

so many ways) became poor so that others might experience 

abundant life? How might such an exchange on our part enrich our 

world and our common life? Let us give thanks to God for the “happy 

exchange” effected by Christ’s coming among us, and let us pray that 

we might be bold enough to imitate our Lord in humility and service, 

so that the world might experience anew God’s gracious presence. 

Holy God, you sent your Son to bring life and love to all. Empower us by 

your grace to be instruments of Christ’s love, that others might be made 

rich, for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

- Pr. Andrew Chavanak 

  



Second Advent Picture to Color 

 

 

 

 

  



Friday, December 11, 2015 – Amos 8:4-12 

“I will turn your feasts into mourning, and all your songs into lamentation; I will 

bring sackcloth on all loins, and baldness on every head…” (Amos 8:10a-b NRSV) 

Every time I sit down to my new laptop computer, I feel this has happened to 

me. Except for the bald part. As I write this, I can't get on-line which means no 

precious e-mail or on-line research. I may begin pulling out my hair soon.  

Amos has no good news. While other prophets give Nation Israel some options, 

i.e. straighten up or else, Amos makes it clear what is in store for Israel's 

future. And it isn't pretty. “There will be mourning,” the author says. Baldness 

in this case means a shaved head rather than normal male-pattern baldness. In 

ancient times, shaving one's head sometimes indicated that that person was 

mourning. 

Not that long ago, in our own culture, a woman wore black for a lengthy period 

of time to indicate her mourning a dead loved one. A wreath was hung on the 

door. People then knew what to expect because people could see that someone 

was in a period of mourning. What do we do to show our sorrow now?  

Truth is, unless we know someone well, we don't know who is in mourning 

and who is not. It would behoove us, then, to treat every person gently. We 

don't know what sorrow someone is experiencing. We can't tell by looking.  

What if we treated everyone gently? What would happen then? That crabby 

person in the checkout line may be having frustrating computer issues. Or may 

be grieving the loss of someone dear. Unlike Amos' prophecy, they need a 

second chance. 

God of Grace and Tenderness, help us be the bearers of good news, unlike Amos' 

prophecy. And let us bear that good news with tenderness and compassion. Amen. 

- The Rev. Fay Ann Blaylock 

  



Saturday, December 12, 2015 – Amos 9:8-15 

“On that day I will raise up the booth of David that is fallen, and repair 

its branches, and raise up its ruins, and rebuild it as in the days of old.”  

(Amos 9:11, NRSV) 

Any sermon series by a visiting preacher that early on calls the Church 

Women’s Group “Cows of Bashan,” (Amos 4:1) couldn’t have been a 

comfortable one to sit through.   Amos doesn’t mince any words in 

telling the folks in the northern kingdom of Israel that God isn’t happy 

with them, and why.  In fact, that kingdom will disintegrate before the 

occupation of the southern kingdom of Judah.  Yet after his 

predictions of destruction, Amos says that God will “raise up its ruins, 

and rebuild it as in the days of old.”  We of this nation, or any nation, 

can’t expect that all will be sweetness and light just because we have 

“In God we trust” on our money.  The things we have done and left 

undone as a nation can bring God’s condemnation and possibly 

destruction by our own hands.   But even stormy Amos promises that 

God will hang in there with a sinful nation and eventually “raise up its 

ruins.”   We can take hope in that, but perhaps it would be better if we 

didn’t let things get to that point.  God would prefer that. 

God of All Nations, Even in ways that are beyond our wills, we are guilty 

of the same abuses of others as Amos’ audience.  Give us eyes to see our 

sinfulness, and lead us as individuals, a state, and a nation back towards 

your ways, and a real trust in You.  Rebuild us now, so You won’t have to 

later.  Amen. 

- Fr. Larry Parrish 

  



Sunday, December 13, 2015 – Third Sunday of Advent 

“A Practical Remedy for Anxiety” 

“Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about everything.  Tell God what 

you need, and thank him for all he has done.  Then you will experience God’s 

peace, which exceeds anything we can understand.  His peace will guard 

your hearts and minds as you live in Christ Jesus.  

 And now, dear brothers and sisters, one final thing.  Fix your thoughts on 

what is true, and honorable, and right, and pure, and lovely, and admirable.  

Think about things that are excellent and worthy of praise.  Keep putting 

into practice all you learned and received from me – everything you heard 

from me and saw me doing.  Then the God of peace will be with you.”  

(Philippians 4:6-9, NLT) 

About 30 years ago I was visiting my 4 year old son at Children’s Hospital 

in Detroit.  I was walking down the hall to my son’s room; when a lady saw 

my clergy ID tag and literally grabbed my arm and pulled me into her 

son’s room.   “Please pray for my son.   My husband let him watch ‘Freddy 

Kruger’ and ‘Friday the 13th’ and he has been having terrible nightmares 

ever since.”  “I will pray for your son and God will help him, but there’s 

something you need to do.  You need to counter act what he has seen with 

good stories with happy endings; such as Disney Movies and Cartoons.”  

The Lord helped me to pray for the little boy.  About a month later I saw 

this mom and son again.  “I did what you told me.  God heard your prayer.  

The nightmares have gone and not come back.” 

“Lord we live in an anxiety, fear-filled world.  Help us not to be naive, but 

also not to allow ourselves to be overcome by the negative.  Obsessed with 

the negative will make us useless.  So Lord help us to make an asserted effort 

in our minds and actions to overcome the negative with good.” 

- Pastor Stephen Floyd 



Monday, December 14, 2015 – John of the Cross, 1591  

1 Corinthians 2:1-10a 

No, the wisdom we speak of is the mystery of God -- his plan that was 

previously hidden, even though he made it for our ultimate glory before 

the world began. (1 Corinthians 2:7, NLT) 

As we approach the shortest day of the year, it seems fitting that we 

pause to remember John of the Cross, a figure whose most important 

contribution to the church is a reflection on the relationship between 

darkness and love. The Dark Night of the Soul is a classic of medieval 

spirituality which seeks to encourage those who experience God’s 

absence to recognize God’s presence in their very yearning. Put 

another way: for John, the recognition that God seems distant is, in 

fact, the evidence of God’s Spirit at work. This tension also describes 

the tension of Advent. Our yearning for Christ’s coming is a sign of 

Christ’s presence among us, and our hope in the renewal of all things 

is met by the in-breaking of God’s promised reign in our midst here 

and now. This is a great mystery, but it is that mystery which keeps us 

from falling to despair. Christ has come. Christ is here. Christ is 

coming again. Thanks be to God! 

Almighty God, we praise you for your servant John, through whom you 

have called the church to its tasks and renewed its life. Raise up in our 

own day teachers and prophets inspired by your Spirit, whose voices will 

give strength to the church and proclaim the reality of your reign, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. (From Evangelical 

Lutheran Worship, p. 60) 

- The Editors 



Tuesday, December 15, 2015 – Isaiah 11:1-9 

In that day the heir to David's throne will be a banner of salvation to all 

the world. The nations will rally to him, and the land where he lives will 

be a glorious place. (Isaiah 11:10, NLT) 

I’ve come to believe that American Christianity has an unhealthy 

fascination with the afterlife. That’s not to say, of course, that what 

happens to us after we die is inconsequential. The Bible’s teaching 

about heaven – the promise that those who die in faith will enjoy the 

presence of the Lord for eternity – has sustained generations of 

believers in times of hardship and struggle. The reason I think that 

our focus on the afterlife is unhealthy is that it distracts us from the 

real-world consequences of our faith. The Bible makes clear that the 

coming of the Messiah matters in flesh-and-blood terms. The 

expectation that God will send a righteous ruler isn’t primarily about 

what will happen in some other time and place, but about what will 

change about our world. The coming of the Messiah brings justice and 

peace, healing and wholeness, restoration and renewal to all things. 

As we continue through this Advent season, may we be bold to look 

forward to the establishment of a “glorious place”, not just in the 

sweet by-and-by, but here in our midst. Thanks be to God! 

Righteous God, you promise that our world will be changed by the 

coming of your Son. Change us by the expectation of that coming, that 

we might live under the banner of your saving love, and rally one 

another to the cause of our righteous king, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

- Pr. Andrew Chavanak 

 



Wednesday, December 16, 2015 – Isaiah 11:1-9 

“They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will 

be full of the knowledge of the lord as the waters cover the sea.” Isaiah 

11:9, NRSV) 

This beautiful passage describes the result of having an ideal king. 

Later these words were attributed to Christ's future reign on earth. 

Hard to imagine in the face of “wars and rumors of war” that we 

witness hour by hour on news broadcasts. And the crazy weather 

patterns play into our fears as well, clouding the vision of meat eating 

animals lying peacefully with herbivores. Oh, and then there are those 

vying to be leader of this country, a subject that brings my grumbly 

nature roaring to the surface! 

The violence of weapons and words are indeed overwhelming at 

times. How do we keep Isaiah's vision in sight?  

One thing at a time. We create sacred space in our homes, removing 

sharp angles and dangerous passage-ways. We set out plants in the 

spring that complement each other and repel insect infestations on 

their own. We treat our neighbors with dignity and respect. We adopt 

pets from shelters not puppy mills. We eat healthy foods and get 

enough sleep. And we let kindness and equity rule our decisions.  

Your peaceful kingdom might seem pretty small. But peace has a way 

of spreading. Give it a chance. 

God of Peace, if each of us created our own peaceful kingdom and if each 

of us shared that peace with the kingdom next door, we could create this 

Isaiah image. Grant to us the will and means to do so. Amen. 

- The Rev. Fay Ann Blaylock 



Thursday, December 17, 2015 – Hebrews 10:10-18 

“And it is by God’s will that we have been sanctified through the offering 

of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.” (Hebrews 10:10, NRSV) 

How many of us come to church, or our devotional time, with a guilty 

conscience?”  We are acutely aware of “what we have done” and “what 

we have left undone,” as a prayer confession we Episcopalians pray 

each Sunday puts it.  That is all well and good.  We all have room for 

improvement as human beings and as the people of God.  However, 

we are not put into right relationship with our “good” deeds, nor do 

we destroy God’s relationship with us through the things that we do 

or don’t do.   

As His redeemed people, we are forgiven, period.  We have work to 

do, with ourselves and with others, because God chooses to do His 

work through us.    There is much in ourselves and in the world 

around us to put right.  We can embark on that work knowing that 

whether we succeed or whether we fail, we are loved by God.  Out of 

that love He will equip us to do what needs to be done. 

“Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, you have made us your children.  Whether 

we succeed or fail at being who you intend for us to be, make us know 

that we will always be your children and that You will never give up on 

us or stop working through us.  In the midst of that work, give us 

patience, hope, and love.  Amen.” 

- Fr. Larry Parrish 

 

 



Friday, December 18, 2015 – Hebrews 10:32-39  

“God Never Promised an Easy Day.  

But, He Did Promise Strength for the Day.” 

“So do not throw away this confident trust in the Lord.  Remember the great 

reward it brings you!  Patient endurance is what you need now, so that you will 

continue to do God’s will.  Then you will receive all that he has promised. 

For in just a little while, the coming One will live come and not delay. 

And my righteous ones will live by faith.   

But I will take no pleasure in anyone who turns away. 

But we are not like those who turn away from God to their own destruction.  We 

are the faithful ones, whose souls will be saved.” (Hebrews 10:35-39, NLT) 

Persecution has a tendency to separate the wheat from the chaff.  The real 

steadfast believer from the pretending poser. 

During the Civil War, a Union Army fort was under severe attack; badly 

outnumbered.  The fort’s commander sent a desperate message to General 

Sherman asking for help.  General Sherman sent the currier back with a simple 

message:  “Hold the fort for I am coming!”  The General had a reputation for 

being good for his word.   The union commander and his men took courage 

from that message and were determined to never surrender.  They fought with 

uncommon valor.  The General kept his word and arrived with a large army of 

seasoned fighting men.  He rescued the faithful commander and his brave men.  

Had they not trusted their General and surrendered; history would have 

written a sadder ending. 

The writer of Hebrews is asking us to take courage and to hold on.  According 

to Revelation 19; the Commander of Heaven’s Armies is on His way to rescue 

us.   

Prayer Song:  “Hold the Fort for I am coming; Jesus Signals Still”  “Wave the 

answer back to Heaven by Thy grace we will.” 

Pastor Stephen Floyd 



Saturday, December 19, 2015 – Psalm 80:1-7 

“O Lord of hosts, how long will you be angry with your people’s 

prayers?” (Psalm 80:4, NRSV) 

The Psalms cover the entire range of human emotion:  joy, sorrow, 

faith, doubt, despair, even rage!  As prayers, they teach us that no 

human emotion is off limits in talking to God.   In times we don’t know 

what to say or pray, they give us words.  In this Psalm, the Psalmist is 

obviously wondering why his (or her?) prayers aren’t being 

answered.  He assumes that God must be angry with them.  Sometimes 

we find ourselves in situations where our prayers seem for naught.  

We think that God is either angry with us or ignoring us.  I believe that 

such is not the case.  God is not angry with us and God is not ignoring 

us.  For whatever the reason, our prayers go unanswered but our cries 

are heard, and God suffers with us.  However, suffering is real and the 

emotions accompanying it are real.   In the secular season of 

merriment at this time of year, we must remember that some folks are 

having a very hard time.   They might not know that Christmas is 

really about God coming to share even hard times with us.  Without 

discounting their suffering, maybe we can find a way to tell them. 

Loving and knowing God, we give you thanks that you know our highest 

joys and our deepest despairs.  Thank you for understanding us, loving 

us and sharing our lives with us, even when we cry out in pain and 

anger.  Amen. 

- The Editors 

 

 



Sunday, December 20, 2015 – Fourth Sunday of Advent  

Luke 1:39-55 

“[God] has helped his servant Israel and remembered to be merciful. For 

he made this promise to our ancestors, to Abraham and his children 

forever." (Luke 1:54-55, NLT) 

The Song of Mary reminds us of something we often forget: that the 

story of Christ’s coming does not exist in a vacuum. It never has. It is a 

story born out of centuries of God’s faithfulness to Israel, a story that 

grows from the experience of God’s chosen people through times of 

joy and sadness, exultation and humiliation, wonderment and terror. 

Christ was born because of God’s promises to Abraham and his 

children. Christ continues to be present to us because of God’s 

promises to the disciples of Jesus. We trust that Christ will come again 

because God has faithfully kept the promises of the past. We are often 

quick to separate Jesus and his story from its roots. Yet without those 

roots, the righteous branch born of Mary would never have sprouted. 

As we prepare to celebrate once again, let us never forget the depth of 

God’s faithfulness and love for Israel and for us, because that depth is 

part of what makes this good news so good. 

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace 

and might, free us from the sin that binds us, that we may receive you in 

joy and serve you always, for you live and reign with the Father and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. (From Evangelical 

Lutheran Worship, p. 20) 

- Pr. Andrew Chavanak 

  



Monday, December 21, 2015 – Colossians 1:15-20 

“He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; for in 

him all things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and 

invisible...” (Colossians 1:15-16a NRSV) 

Oh! Oh! Oh! Get out your Bible and read this whole passage from 

Paul's letter! It's really good! If you read it with your whole self you 

may want to get up and dance around the table. This is good news! For 

those of us who like to be in control and rarely get to be, this is proof 

positive that we don't have to be! God is in charge. Everything has 

been created by God. God is first and last and all in-between. God is 

the beginning. God is creator, chairperson, spiritual guide and 

reconciler. We don't need to be in charge. 

Whew! Good. Because the Christmas season is advancing quickly with 

all its lists of things to do and I can get so caught up in all that mess. 

This message from Paul reminds me that for which I am waiting, for 

that which has always been, for that which is to come is far more 

important, and fulfilling, than anything on my to-do list.  

So relax. Dance around the table. Shout “hallelujahs” till the neighbors 

come to see what is going on. God is in charge, making miracles, 

making peace, making joy. Whoot! 

God of the Advent Time, help us to enjoy this waiting time. May our 

anticipation for the coming Gift avoid becoming “anticipointment” from 

all the unnecessary fuss! May we keep you front and center and dance 

with you around the table. Amen. 

- The Rev. Fay Ann Blaylock 

 



Tuesday, December 22, 2015 – Luke 1:46b-55 

He knocked tyrants off their high horses, pulled victims out of the mud. 

The starving poor sat down to a banquet; the callous rich were left out 

in the cold. (Luke 1:52-53, TM) 

A young nobody of a girl named Mary had been told that she would 

conceive by the Spirit of God and bear a child who would be the 

Messiah.  In awe and joy she sings out the words of our full Scripture 

text for today:  The Song of Mary—The Magnificat.    It is a song about 

who God is, what God can do, and who He chooses to work with.   The 

things that God is about are the opposite of what garners the praise 

and respect of our current culture.  In our country today, people who 

are arrogant, powerful, and wealthy are the ones who make the big 

decisions, gain or control political office, and influence public policy.  

Those who are vulnerable, powerless, and/or poor are marginalized.  

It was so in Mary’s day as well.  Mary realized then that, in her, God 

was turning the world upside down (or maybe, at last, right side up?) 

and it would never be the same again.   She did not just sing her song 

for herself.  She sang it for us as well.   

Magnificent God, give us ears to hear Mary’s song. Give us eyes to see 

who you see as important in our society. Make us part of your up-

ending—or up-righting—our world. Amen. 

- Fr. Larry Parrish 

 

 

 



Wednesday, December 23, 2015 – Micah 4:1-13  

“The Lord’s Future Reign from Jerusalem” 

 “In that coming day’ says the Lord, ‘I will gather together those who are lame, 

those who have been exiles, and those who have been filled with grief. Those who 

are weak will survive as a remnant; those who were exiles will become a strong 

nation. Then I the Lord, will rule from Jerusalem as their king forever. As for you, 

Jerusalem, the citadel of God’s people, your royal might and power will come 

back to you again. The kingship will be restored to my precious Jerusalem.”  

(Micah 4:6-8, NLT). 

In the large pictures of Micah chapter 4, the Lord tells them that they will be 

hauled away to Babylon because of their disobedience, but that will not be the 

end of their story.  In fact those nations who gloat over the fall of Israel, will be 

severely punished.  In the end, although Israel has a history of unfaithfulness; 

God will keep His covenant with them for the sake of His Own Holiness.  God 

promises that someday all their brokenness will be restored and there will 

even come a time when God Himself will rule from Jerusalem.  This same 

message is also found in Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and most of the Minor 

Prophets.  In the world of politics and modern governments befriending Israel 

even when we don’t always agree with them is a sure bet.  If we ever go against 

Israel, we could find ourselves fighting against God.  If God gets angry at Israel; 

let God be the one to punish them.  It has never gone well for that nation who 

decided to punish them for God. 

“Then I the Lord, will rule from Jerusalem as their king forever.”(Micah 4:7b, 

NLT) 

I don’t know about you, but when that happens I’d rather not have to explain to 

God why I mistreated His people. 

Lord, help us understand as individuals and a nation that you still have future 

plan for Israel. Plans that have already been written in your Word. And how our 

nation chooses to go along or against those plans will determine our own future. 

- Pastor Stephen Floyd 



Thursday, December 24, 2015 – Christmas Eve –  Luke 2:1-14 

To you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, 

the Lord. This will be a sign for you; you will find a child wrapped in bands 

of cloth and lying in a manger. (Luke 2:11-12, NRSV) 

Here we have the “reason for the season”:  The angels announce to the 

shepherds that the long-awaited hope of God's salvation and justice has 

come. The sign is a helpless baby, wrapped in cloths and lying in a feed 

trough. As one commentator noted, at this moment “earth was not 

looking to heaven for a sign, but heaven looks to earth. The 

extraordinary points to the ordinary and says, 'See, God is among you.'”   

God's incarnation in Jesus is such a profound event, I will never 

understand its full meaning. Perhaps the best I can do on this Christmas 

Eve is experience awe – a “positive feeling of being in the presence of 

something vast that transcends our understanding of the world” 

(definition by psychology professor Paul Piff). 

For years, Professor Piff studied what it means for people to experience 

awe. He found that it is a powerful motivator, moving people to be more 

humble, more attuned to our common humanity, and more apt to do 

things for the greater good. So perhaps it's enough to not try to figure it 

all out, but simply to pause, gazing at the manger, in awe and wonder.  

This action alone may have a greater impact than I could ever imagine.     

On this Holy Night, O God, we are breathless when we ponder your 

amazing love for us, made real in a tiny baby. All praise be to you, now 

and forever. Amen. 

-The Reverend Carolynn Winters-Hazelton 
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Friday, December 25, 2015 – Christmas Morning – Luke 2:1-20 

"Don't be afraid!" [the angel] said. "I bring you good news that will 

bring great joy to all people. The Savior -- yes, the Messiah, the Lord -- 

has been born today in Bethlehem, the city of David!” (Luke 2:10-11, 

NLT) 

The Savior. The Messiah. The Lord. These three titles often get 

overlooked in our telling of this story, perhaps because they are so 

familiar to us. I often wonder if that familiarity keeps us from 

comprehending what Luke is claiming about the child who was born 

in Bethlehem to Mary and Joseph. Savior and Lord were titles used by 

the Roman emperors to describe their activity and their authority. 

Messiah is a title that combines the ideas of priesthood and kingship 

into a singular role. Within this one verse, Luke makes profound 

statements about the relationship between the head of the Roman 

Empire, the most revered figure in Jewish imagination, and a baby 

born in humble circumstances in a little-known town. Philip Yancey 

once described the birth of Christ as an event of cosmic significance, 

because it represented the moment that heaven and earth met. Today, 

as you celebrate the coming of our Lord, may you be amazed anew by 

the power of this story that has changed our world forever! 

All-powerful and unseen God, the coming of your light into our world 

has brightened weary hearts with peace. Call us out of darkness, and 

empower us to proclaim the birth of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. Amen. (From Evangelical Lutheran Worship, p. 20) 

- Pr. Andrew Chavanak 

 



Friday, December 25, 2015 – Christmas Day – Psalm 98 

“With trumpets and the sound of the horn make a joyful noise before the 

King, the Lord.” (Psalm 98:6 NRSV) 

Again, it's a good idea to read this whole psalm today. But if you have 

a house with children on Christmas morning, you get the idea of joyful 

noise. You may even pray for a nice weather day so you can scoot that 

noise right out into the yard for a bit. Or you may join that noise and 

add your own to it!  

Christmas Eve services are often quiet worship times; “Silent Night” 

sung from memory, gently in the candlelight. But when Christmas 

morning falls on a Sunday, that worship service should reflect this 

psalm: singing, lyres, trumpets and horns! The waiting time is over. 

The Christ child is born! Hallelujah! 

My prayer for you readers today is that Christmas Day includes a bit 

of worship, even if it is simply the reading of this psalm. I pray for you 

this day a celebration whether it be joyful children running and 

screeching throughout the house or a quiet moment in the early dawn. 

I pray for you good memories of Christmases past and the making of 

more good memories. I pray the peace promised with the Christ Child 

fills your heart no matter your situation, strengthening you to change 

what you can change and offer God praise.  

Merry Christmas. May the peace of the Lord be with you.  

Holy Gift, thank you for this day of celebration. Guide us to create the 

peace your presence promises. Amen. 

- The Rev. Fay Ann Blaylock 

 



Saturday, December 26, 2015 – Stephen, Martyr 

Acts 6:1-7; 7:51-60 

“They said, ‘It wouldn’t be right for us to abandon our responsibilities 

for preaching and teaching the Word of God to help with the care of the 

poor.  So, friends, choose seven men from among you whom everyone 

trusts, men full of the Holy Spirit and good sense, and we’ll assign them 

this task.’” (Acts 6:2-3, TM) 

From its beginning, the Church saw that caring for the vulnerable was 

an important mission.  The leaders of the church, the apostles, soon 

found their hands full with the important ministry of caring for others, 

and were neglecting their primary ministry of teaching and 

interpreting Scripture and preaching the good news of God in Jesus 

Christ.   Therefore, seven men were appointed to lead the early 

Christian community by example by caring for the poor and exhorting 

others to do the same.  These men were known as “deacons.”  One of 

them, Stephen, not only did remarkable things for others, he did some 

preaching and teaching of his own while doing it.  This attracted 

unfavorable attention by those who didn’t want to see the followers of 

Christ succeed, and he was stoned to death.  He became the first 

martyr of our faith.  We see in Stephen the story of the Church in 

every age.   Being a Christian means physically caring for the 

vulnerable, telling others of our faith, and being willing to take some 

risks to do so.  Sometimes that can be dangerous.  

God of grace, and God of Glory:  Grant us the wisdom, and the courage, 

to care for others, especially the less fortunate, and to proclaim to 

others our faith in what God has done for all of us in Jesus Christ, even 

when the risk seems to outweigh the reward.  Amen. 

- Fr. Larry Parrish 



Sunday, December 27, 2015 – First Sunday of Christmas  

Colossians 3:1-17 – “God Wants Intimate, Holy Friends” 

“Since God chose you to be the holy people he loves, you must clothe 

yourselves with tenderhearted mercy, kindness, humility, gentleness, and 

patience. Make allowance for each other’s faults, and forgive anyone who 

offends you. Remember the Lord forgave you so you must forgive others. 

Above all, clothe yourselves with love which binds us all together in perfect 

harmony. And let the peace that comes from Christ rule in your heart for as 

members of one body you are called to live in peace. And always be thankful.  

Let the message about Christ in all its richness fill your lives. Teach and 

counsel each other withal the wisdom he gives. Sing psalms and hymns and 

spiritual songs to God with thankful hearts. And whatever you do or say, do 

it as a representative of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through him to God the 

Father.” (Colossians 3:12-17, NLT) 

John Wesley once said, “There is no holiness without social holiness.”  My 

Dad use to say, “Holiness needs to work first at home or it isn’t real.”  The 

only way possible for us to live out this scripture is to fully surrender our 

egos to the Lord. 

This passage of scripture holds all the key elements of our relationships to 

all other people.  Our actions, our attitudes, our words are to make a 

positive difference in other people’s lives. 

“God chose you to be the holy people he loves.”  God wants intimate, holy 

friends to work together in his kingdom. 

Prayer Song from Charles Wesley”  “Obedient faith that waits on thee Thou 

never wilt reprove.  But, Thou wilt form Thy Son in me and perfect me in 

love.” 

- Pastor Stephen Floyd 



Monday, December 28, 2015 – The Holy Innocents, Martyrs 

Matthew 2:13-18 

Then was fulfilled what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah, 
“A voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation, Rachel 
weeping for her children; she refused to be consoled, because they are 
no more.” (Matthew 2:17-18, NRSV) 

Dr. Richard Carlson, one of my New Testament professors at 
Gettysburg Seminary, referred to this passage as “the dark side of 
Christmas”. The story of the massacre of the innocents is inextricably 
tied up with the story of Christ’s birth, because it shows us that the 
incarnation was not all sweetness and light. It is an event that 
unmasks the powers-that-be, laying bare the lengths to which those in 
power will go to maintain their place in the world. That a King would 
feel threatened by a two-year old and strike out in anger and fear 
speaks volumes about the depths of human depravity. That God would 
become a vulnerable child speaks volumes about the depth of God’s 
love for us and for the whole created order. As the Christmas season 
continues, we pause to remember all those who have been victimized 
by the lust for power and influence, and we praise God for sending 
Jesus Christ to announce the beginning of the end of oppression and 
violence.  

We remember today, O God, the slaughter of the innocent children of 
Bethlehem by order of King Herod. Receive into the arms of your mercy 
all innocent victims. By your great might frustrate the designs of evil 
tyrants and establish your rule of justice, love, and peace, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. (From Evangelical Lutheran 
Worship, p. 54) 

  



Tuesday, December 29, 2015 – John, Apostle and Evangelist 

 John 21:20-25 

Jesus also did many other things. If they were all written down, I suppose 

the whole world could not contain the books that would be written. (John 

21:25, NLT) 

Have you ever read this passage and wondered what sorts of other 

things Jesus might have done while he walked among us? How many 

others were healed? How many demons were cast out of the world? 

How many other profound teachings were never recorded by John or 

any of the other evangelists? It is an incredible thing to ponder how 

much of Jesus’ remarkable life has been lost to history. The stories 

recorded in the Gospels are amazing enough. They have helped to bring 

billions of people to faith throughout the centuries. God only knows if 

the story of Christ could have been preserved if it were not for Matthew, 

Mark, Luke, or John, and for the care that they took to share the message 

about Jesus so that it could be passed down from generation to 

generation. As we continue to celebrate the birth of Christ and to 

ponder all that it means for us, let us give thanks for the work and 

witness of John the Evangelist, who shared what he knew of Christ so 

that we might come to believe in him! 

Merciful God, through John the apostle and evangelist you have revealed 

the mysteries of your Word made flesh. Let the brightness of your light 

shine on your church, so that all your people, instructed in the holy gospel, 

may walk in the light of your truth and attain eternal life, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. (From Evangelical Lutheran 

Worship, p. 54) 

- Pr. Andrew Chavanak 



Wednesday, December 30, 2015 – 2 Chronicles 1:7-13 

“Give me now wisdom and knowledge to go out and come in before this 

people, for who can rule this great people of yours?” - (1 Chronicles 

1:10, NRSV) 

Sometimes, when I am called as pastor to do a difficult thing, I wonder 

how I can possibly make a positive difference for the people involved. 

Sometimes I sit in my car for a bit after I have arrived at the home of a 

grieving family. What can I possibly say to them to ease their pain? My 

prayer at these times is simply, “Give me your words, God.”  

Solomon had the daunting task of leading a nation and following his 

father's footsteps. Not an easy task. Though Solomon had a few 

personal issues, he did well in leading Israel in a time of prosperity. 

He knew he would need help from a source much greater than either 

himself. He went to God asking not for riches or power or ease but for 

wisdom. For the right words. For clarity. For reason.  

On the cusp of this coming new year, we need wisdom. In the coming 

year, we will be deciding a new president of the United States. We 

may have graduating seniors or a decision about living arrangements 

for ourselves or a loved one. We may have business decisions to make. 

Let our prayers be not for greater gain for ourselves but for wisdom, 

the kind that can come only from God. 

God of Holy Wisdom, write your words upon our hearts so when wisdom 

is sought, it can be found in us. Amen. 

- The Rev. Fay Ann Blaylock 

 

  



Thursday, December 31, 2015 – John 8:12-19 

“Jesus answered, ‘You know neither me nor my Father.  If you knew me, 

you would know my Father also.’” (John 8:19, NRSV) 

People have a lot of different ideas about who God is, most of those 

ideas Biblically incorrect.  As a priest I know once said, “God created us 

in His image, and we have been trying to return the favor ever since!”   

God has been revealing Himself since the beginning of ancient human 

consciousness, with varying degrees of success.  The stories and 

teachings of the Bible share some of those revelations.   

However, the Bible also witnesses that God, after eons of trying to reveal 

Himself through His creation and His prophets, finally took the decisive 

action of revealing Himself by taking on our shape and form in Jesus.  As 

a baby in a stable.  As a teenager arguing with his elders in the Temple.  

As a Jewish contractor.  As a sought-after dinner companion who ate 

and drank with all sorts of people, sometimes those considered to be the 

wrong people.  As a teacher who taught through stories.  As a trusted 

companion on the road.  As someone wrongfully accused, tortured, and 

nailed to a cross in a public execution.  As someone who rose from the 

dead and cooked breakfast for His friends.  In Jesus, God revealed that 

He is not “out there, at a distance.”  He showed up in a specific time and 

place in history.  He promised to remain with us “to the end.”   

Triune God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit – as we look at Jesus in the 

Scriptures, open our eyes to see you in the world around us, open our ears 

to hear your voice calling us through that world, and give us the wisdom, 

and the courage, and anything else we need, to heed Your command and 

follow You in that world.  Amen. 

- Fr. Larry Parrish 



Friday, January 1, 2016 – Name of Jesus – Philippians 2:1-11  

“He Gave Up His Rights On Purpose” 

“You must have the same attitude that Jesus Christ had” (Philippians 2:4, NLT) 

Especially here in America, we are extremely preoccupied about getting our 

rights and making sure they are not being violated.  Sadly, few are concerned 

about other peoples’ rights; it’s all about their own.  We each want to make 

sure we get at least our fair share of the pie.  It’s our right. 

So when Paul writes “Let this mind or attitude be in you which was also in 

Christ Jesus;” he is talking about a radically different mindset than the rest of 

the world.  Humans are born self-centered.  Advertisers depend on this when 

they say:  “We had you in mind.” 

Jesus gave up his rights as the Son of God on purpose.  He was not a victim, No 

one was able to take them from him.  He gave up his rights intentionally.  The 

NIV translates this verse:  “He made himself nothing.”  Paul says that for the 

sake of others, we should have this same mind set.  This doesn’t mean we don’t 

have a backbone to stand up for what is right, but we’re not willing to hurt 

people to get our own rights.  Instead trust in a God who has the power and 

authority to make the final judgment and right all wrong. 

Because of what Jesus did for us, God the Father steps in with the final verdict 

on Jesus. 

“Therefore, God elevated him to the place of highest honor and gave him the 

name above all other names, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in 

heaven and on the earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus 

Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father.” (Philippians 2:9-11, NLT) 

Prayer song:  “Make me a servant Oh Lord I pray.  Help me to show someone the 

way.” 

- Pastor Stephen Floyd 

 



Saturday, January 2, 2016 – James 3:13-18  

But the wisdom from above is first of all pure. It is also peace loving, 

gentle at all times, and willing to yield to others. It is full of mercy and 

good deeds. It shows no favoritism and is always sincere. (James 3:17, 

NLT) 

This certainly isn’t a bad passage to reflect on as another new year 

begins to unfold. We hesitate to mention New Year’s resolutions, since 

it is often the case that their significance is overblown in the extreme, 

or that the whole concept of making them is lambasted because we 

have this annoying habit of letting them drop. Whatever you think 

about them, if you were going to make one, it might be worth it to 

resolve to seek “the wisdom from above”. Our world, after all, could 

use more peace and gentleness and forbearance and mercy and 

goodness and sincerity. That bit about seeking is important, because 

we’ve yet to meet anyone who is able to invent wisdom out of whole 

cloth. Wisdom is given, not created, and the wisdom from above 

comes to us as a gift from the God who became flesh and dwelt among 

us in Christ. As you look ahead to this next year, might we suggest that 

this prayer (or something similar) might be appropriate? 

God Almighty, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: Grant us, we pray, to be 

grounded and settled in your truth by the coming of your Holy Spirit 

into our hearts. That which we know not, reveal; that which is wanting 

in us, fill up; that which we know, confirm; and keep us blameless in 

your service; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. (From Evangelical 

Lutheran Worship, p. 86) 

- The Editors 

 



Sunday, January 3, 2016 – Second Sunday of Christmas  

John 1:1-18 

No one has ever seen God. But the one and only Son is himself God and is 

near to the Father's heart. He has revealed God to us. (John 1:18, NLT) 

If you’ve ever talked to a pastor about the process of preparing his or 

her sermons, you may have heard the word “exegesis” batted around. 

“Exegesis” is a Greek word that refers to the act of drawing meaning 

out of a text, and its opposite is a pitfall of preaching called ”eisegesis” 

or “reading into” a text. Exegetes – people who practice “exegesis” – 

encounter Scripture with the goal of hearing what God is saying 

through that text. Eisegetes, on the other hand, approach Scripture 

with the goal of importing meaning, making the text say what they 

want. Why does that matter? Because today’s reading from John 

expresses the conviction that Jesus “exegetes” God. That is, when we 

regard Jesus, the Son of God, we can read God like a book. There is no 

distinction between the God we encounter in Scripture and the God 

we encounter in the person of Jesus. In fact, God’s character is 

revealed for all to see in the birth, life, death, resurrection, and 

ascension of Jesus. As our celebration of Christmas draws toward its 

conclusion, let us give thanks for this great truth: that when you look 

at Jesus, what you see is who God is! 

Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your 

incarnate Word. By your grace empower us to reflect your light in all 

that we do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

(From Evangelical Lutheran Worship, p. 21) 

- Pr. Andrew Chavanak 



Monday, January 4, 2016 – Isaiah 6:1-5 

“...I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lofty; and the hem of 

God's robe filled the temple.” (Isaiah 6:1b, NRSV) 

Isaiah saw God in a wonderful vision. Or did he? He described the 

seraphs that attended God but did not describe God. But that doesn't 

seem to matter to Isaiah. He is still in awe of what he saw. Isaiah's 

response to this incredible sight is perhaps a common one:  I am 

unworthy! I am unworthy to see something this beautiful. I am 

unworthy to be in the presence of God.  

But instead of imploding in upon himself at such an experience, 

Isaiah's lips are touched with a hot coal (zowie and ouch!) and his sins 

are blotted out. It was then he was free to volunteer when God asked 

“Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?”  

So many times we feel, first of all, unworthy of a task God might call us 

to undertake, and then we feel unprepared or inadequate. Surely 

there is someone else more suited for this God-task than me!  

Nope! Says God. That's why I asked YOU!!! I gave you the gifts needed 

for this and I expect you to use them. There is nothing we can't 

accomplish together!  

Holy, Holy, Holy God, You've called me to the task. Fill me now as your 

hem filled the temple and I will answer your call. Amen. 

- The Rev. Fay Ann Blaylock 

 

 

 



Tuesday, January 5, 2016 – John 1:1-18  

“God Became Human to Live With Us” 

 “In the beginning the Word already existed.  The Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He existed in 

the beginning with God.  God created everything through him, and nothing was created except through him..  

The Word gave life to everything that was created, and his life brought light to everyone.  The Light shines in 

darkness, and the darkness can never extinguish it…So the Word became human and made his home among 

us.  He was full of unfailing love and faithfulness.  And we have seen his glory the glory of the Father’s one 

and only son.”  (John 1:1-5 and 14, NLT) 

This is the Christmas story.  Although it doesn’t describe the baby Jesus with Mary, Joseph, shepherds, 

and wise men.  It is the Christmas Story.  God broke into the human realm and snuck His son in behind 

enemy lines as a human baby in a human virgin’s womb. 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit in the Fellowship of One God. 

The Word is God’s Son, Jesus the Messiah.  This Living Word Jesus was one with God in creating all things.  

Before Jesus became human; he introduced Eve to Adam and walked together in fellowship with them 

before their fall in disobedience.  It was Jesus, who with two angel companions, had lunch with Abraham; 

informed Sarah she would have a baby boy, this time next year and shared with Abraham what He was 

going to do to Sodom and Gomorrah, and allowed Abraham to intercede on their behalf.  It was Jesus who 

wrestled with Jacob at Peniel and blessed him and changed his name from Jacob the trickster to Israel 

which means a Prince with God.  It was Jesus who just before the battle of Jericho stood before Joshua 

with a drawn sword.  When Joshua asked, “Are you for us or against us?” he answered, “Neither.  I am 

captain of the Lord’s angel army.  Joshua bowed with his face to the ground.  Jesus told him to take off his 

sandals for he was standing on holy ground.  It was Jesus who walked with Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abednego in the fiery furnace.  Jesus made many appearance in the Old Testament before he became 

human.  He is the I Am who spoke to Moses from the burning bush.  In the Gospel of John, the Pharisees 

are arguing with Jesus again.  Jesus finally said to them “Abraham looked forward to my day; He saw it 

and was glad.” 

“You are not even fifty years; how could you have seen Abraham?”  Jesus replied, “I tell you before 

Abraham was “I Am”.  They picked up stones to stone him because he had just called himself God. 

Prayer Song by Marijohn Wilkin: “I Have Returned”--  I have returned to the Yahweh of Judah, On my knees 

I did fall where the wall now stands; This lesson I learned as I've worked my way homeward, The Savior of 

all is a comfort to man. 

I have returned to the Father of Abraham, The shepherd of Moses who called Him the great I am; He's Jesus 

to me, Eternal Deity; Praise His name, I have returned. 

The Word became human and lived with us. 

- Pastor Stephen Floyd 



Epiphany Picture to Color 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Tuesday, January 6 2015 – The Epiphany of our Lord 

Ephesians 3:1-12; Matthew 2:1-12 

“Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given to me to bring 

to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ, and to make everyone 

see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things.” 

(Ephesians 3:8-9, NRSV) 

“In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men 

from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where is the child who has been born 

king of the Jews?’” (Matthew 2:1-2a, NRSV) 

It seems like we have been surprised by the rise of religious radicals in the 

world today and the attraction they have to many young people, even young 

people who are of families of traditional values, even families of wealth and 

prestige.  There are Christian, Jewish, and Islamic voices today who remind us 

that we live in a time and a worldview with the mistaken notion that religion 

will eventually be overcome and replaced by secularism:  science, psychology, 

a free market economy, even liberal democracy.  None of these things are bad 

in themselves, and all truth is God’s truth.  People seek answers, however, that 

the secular cannot provide.   Who am I?  What is the true meaning of life?  Why 

are we here?  All of the major religions can provide answers, and testimony 

against those who see God as an excuse for terror and power.   Scripture tells 

we who claim to bear the name of Christ that in Christ, God was reaching out 

not to just a single ethnic group, territory, or religion but to the whole world—

not to subjugate others but to bring the peace and freedom that Christ sets us 

free for.   What say you?  Who are you willing to say it to? 

Lord of the nations, give us understanding of all of those who claim to follow God 

in constructive ways.  At the same time, give us understanding of ‘the boundless 

riches of Christ’ in our lives, and be willing to proclaim it and live it wherever we 

are. Amen. 

- Fr. Larry Parrish 



Conclusion 

Thank you! Thank you for spending Advent and Christmas with us! 

Thank you for joining us as we prepared our hearts and minds for 

the return of Jesus, and for dwelling with us in the mystery of our 

faith in an incarnate God who comes to us in unexpected ways. 

We pray that reading this devotional has been a breath of fresh air in 

the midst of all the chaos of preparing for the holidays. We pray that 

you were blessed as much by reading these reflections as we were 

by writing them.  

We prayerfully thank God that you have read this through the seasons 

of Advent and Christmas. Thank you with joining us we wrestle 

with what it means to believe that Christ will return, and with what 

it means that Christ has already come to bear our cross. 

As we wrap up our devotional, we invite you to take upon your hearts, 

your minds and your lips (if you wish) the refrain that has been 

passed through the ages and is used in many communion 

gatherings, the last phrase of which guides us through Advent: 

Christ has died! 

Christ is risen! 

CHRIST WILL COME AGAIN! 
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